Santa Paula 2040 General Plan

4. Environmental and Cultural Resources
A. Overview
1.

Purpose and Legal Requirements

This Environmental and Cultural Resources Element addresses the requirements for
Conservation and Open Space elements as set forth in State planning law. Topics addressed
include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture
Air quality and greenhouse gases
Biological resources
Cultural and historic resources
Mineral resources
Open space and scenic resources (the related topic of parks and recreation is
addressed in the Public Services and Utilities Element)
Water quality (the topic of flood hazards is addressed in the Hazards and Public
Safety Element, while domestic water supply is addressed in the Public Services
and Utilities Element)

•

2.

Goals

Environmental and cultural resources constitute a major contributor to a community’s
character and quality of life. The City adopts the following goal to guide the establishment of
policies, regulations and procedures intended to
enhance these resources in Santa Paula.
Acronyms used in this section

ECR 1

Preserve and enhance Santa Paula’s
environmental and cultural resources,
including agricultural lands, air quality,
biological resources, cultural and
historic resources, mineral resources
and mining sites, open spaces and
scenic vistas, and water quality.
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APS
BMP
CURB
EO
GHG
MPO
RTP/SCS

Alternative Planning Strategy
best management practice
City Urban Restriction Boundary
Executive Order
greenhouse gas
Metropolitan Planning Organization
2016-2040 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
SCAG
Southern California Association of
Governments
SOAR
Save Open Space and Agricultural
Resources
VCAPCD Ventura County Air Pollution Control
District
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B. Agriculture
1.

Overview

Ventura County is one of the leading agricultural areas in the nation, and farming has
historically been important to the economy of Santa Paula. The combination of fertile soil and
mild climate allows high-value crops to be planted year-round. Agriculture in the Santa Paula
area outside the City limits, as well as commercial processing operations within the city,
provide employment for local residents and a substantial segment of the local economic base.
Agricultural land conservation contributes to the preservation of open space for its intrinsic
value. Since farming activities produce self-sustaining revenue, agricultural conservation can
be a cost-effective means of protecting open space. By maintaining a buffer zone between
urban developments, agricultural lands help to limit sprawl, expand wildlife habitat and
preserve community character.
California Land Conservation Act. The California Land Conservation Act of 1965 –
commonly referred to as the Williamson Act – enables local governments to enter into
contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land to
agricultural or related open space use. In return, landowners receive lower property tax
assessments because the assessments are based upon farming and open space uses as opposed
to full market value.
Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources (SOAR). Save Open Space and Agricultural
Resources (SOAR) is a voter-approved initiative that requires a vote of the people before
allowing urban development beyond a City Urban Restriction Boundary (CURB) line. In
Santa Paula, the voters passed SOAR/ Measure “I” in 2000, thereby amending the General
Plan to include a CURB. In November 2016, voters extended Santa Paula’s CURB provisions
through 2050. Additional information and the complete text of the SOAR initiative is
provided in the Land Use Element.
Greenbelt Agreements. Greenbelt agreements are voluntary agreements between the County
of Ventura and one or more cities to limit urban development in agricultural and/or open
space areas in the unincorporated county. Greenbelts protect open space and agricultural
lands and prevent premature conversion to uses incompatible with agriculture. Through
greenbelt agreements, cities commit to not annexing any property within a greenbelt, while
the County agrees to restrict development to uses consistent with existing zoning. Two
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greenbelt agreements have been approved between the City of Santa Paula and the County of
Ventura: the Ventura-Santa Paula Greenbelt and the Santa Paula-Fillmore Greenbelt.
•

Ventura-Santa Paula Greenbelt. The cities of Ventura and Santa Paula and the
County of Ventura adopted the Ventura-Santa Paula Greenbelt in 1967. This
greenbelt covers approximately 27,884 acres and is bounded on the north by the
Ojai Area of Interest, on the east by the City’s Adams Canyon Expansion Area, on
the south by the Las Posas Area of Interest (generally), and on the west by the
Ventura Area of Interest.

•

Santa Paula-Fillmore Greenbelt. The Santa Paula-Fillmore Greenbelt Agreement
was first established in 1980. This agreement covers over 32,000 acres between Santa
Paula and Fillmore and is the largest greenbelt in Ventura County. The southern
boundary is the South Mountain ridgeline and Oak Ridge. The northern boundary
lies at the Los Padres National Forest boundary. In 2010 the Greenbelt Agreement
was amended to reflect the annexation of East Area 1.

Figure 4-1 shows the locations of important farmlands, Land Conservation Act contracts, and
greenbelts in the Santa Paula area.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 1.1

Land use and development. Where economically feasible, encourage the
continuation of agriculture in Santa Paula. Development should be directed away
from the most productive soils and agricultural areas. Where development is
allowed near agriculture, it should be designed to be compatible with and have
minimal adverse impacts upon agriculture, such as through the use of buffers.

ECR 1.2

Land Conservation Act contracts. Require any proposed land development in an
area covered by a Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act) contract to comply with
all regulations regarding contract cancellation prior to development.
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Figure 4-1 – Greenbelts, Important Farmlands, and LCA Contracts
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Programs
ECR 1.a

Agricultural land preservation. Work cooperatively with other organizations to
facilitate the preservation of agricultural land in perpetuity, where feasible, through
techniques such as transfer of development rights and conservation easements.

ECR 1.b Land planning and development review. Require any proposal to change the
General Plan or zoning designation from agriculture to another use to provide an
analysis of the feasibility of continued agricultural use. Require proposed
developments on or adjacent to agricultural land to evaluate impacts and identify
mitigation measures to minimize impacts on agricultural operations, such as by
providing a buffer (e.g., setback, landscaping, recreational facility, street).
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C. Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases
1.

Overview

Air Quality
Air quality is characterized as the concentration of various pollutants in the atmosphere. Air
quality conditions at a given location are affected by the types and amounts of air pollutants
emitted into the atmosphere, the size and topography of the regional air basin, and prevailing
wind patterns. Air pollutants have the potential to adversely impact public health,
agricultural crops, native vegetation, visibility, buildings, and other materials.
Those most affected by poor air quality include children, the elderly, and persons with asthma
or other respiratory problems. Areas where these people are likely to be located are
considered to be sensitive receptors and include residential neighborhoods, schools and
childcare centers, health care facilities, and retirement homes.
Air quality standards have been in existence since the adoption of the Clean Air Act by
Congress in 1970. Regions that do not meet one or more air quality standards are referred to
as “nonattainment areas.” As of 2016, Ventura County was listed as a Serious Nonattainment
Area based on the Federal 8-hour ozone standard.
At the local level, the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) is responsible
for implementation of State and Federal air quality programs in Ventura County.

Greenhouse Gases
Greenhouse gases (GHG) – such as water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide –
act as a thermal blanket for the earth, absorbing heat and warming the surface to lifesupporting levels. Most climate scientists agree that the main cause of the earth’s current
warming trend is human expansion of the greenhouse gas effect – warming that results when
the atmosphere traps heat radiating from the earth toward space.
Executive Order (EO) S-3-05, signed by Governor Schwarzenegger in 2005, proclaimed that
California is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and AB 32 of 2006 established
regulatory, reporting, and market mechanisms to achieve quantifiable reductions in GHG
emissions and a cap on statewide GHG emissions. AB 32 requires that statewide GHG
emissions be reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. This reduction is to be accomplished through an
enforceable statewide cap on GHG emissions implemented through the California Cap-andTrade program, along with other regulations and programs to achieve GHG emissions
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reductions in sectors that are included under the statewide cap. California is on track to meet
or exceed its legislated target of reducing GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, as
established in AB 32.
In 2015 Governor Brown signed EO B-30-15 to establish a new GHG reduction target of 40%
below 1990 levels by 2030, as well as increased statewide efforts to address the need for
climate change adaptation measures by State agencies. This EO aligned California’s GHG
reduction targets with those of leading international governments such as the 28-nation
European Union, which adopted the same target in 2014.
SB 375, the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008, aligned regional
transportation planning efforts, regional GHG emission reduction targets for cars and light
trucks, land use planning, and regional housing needs assessments. SB 375 requires
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to adopt a Sustainable Communities Strategy
(SCS) or Alternative Planning Strategy (APS), which integrates regional land use and
transportation planning within the MPO’s Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).
Ventura County is within the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
region, which also includes Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside, and Imperial
counties. In 2016, SCAG adopted its 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy in conformance with SB 375. The RTP/SCS is based on the growth
assumptions contained in the general plans of cities and counties in the region, and the Land
Use Plan and growth assumptions described in the Land Use Element are consistent with the
2016-2040 RTP/SCS.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 2.1

Regional air quality. Support the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District in
its efforts to improve air quality throughout Ventura County.

ECR 2.2

Greenhouse gases. Support State and regional programs intended to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

ECR 2.3

Air toxics. Encourage techniques to reduce the impacts of toxic air contaminants on
sensitive uses near high-volume roadways as recommended by the California Air
Resources Board.
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Programs
ECR 2.a

Land use planning. Work cooperatively with SCAG to ensure that the City’s land
use plans and regulations are consistent with the RTP/SCS. Avoid locating sensitive
receptors near sources of pollutant emissions such as high-volume roadways.

ECR 2.b Land use and building codes. Update the City’s land use and building codes
related to air quality and energy efficiency concurrent with each triennial update of
the State codes.
ECR 2.c

Development review. As part of the development review process, assist applicants
in demonstrating conformance with applicable air quality regulations and identify
appropriate mitigation measures.

ECR 2.d City equipment purchasing. When purchasing City vehicles and equipment,
consider VCAPCD incentive programs such as the Lower Emission School Bus
Program, EV Charging Stations Funding, and Funding Agricultural Replacement
Measures for Emission Reductions (FARMER) that are directed at reducing
emissions of criteria pollutants and prioritize the selection of low-emission and
alternative-fuel vehicles and equipment.
ECR 2.e

Renewable Energy. Continue to encourage the use of solar and other renewable
energy sources through incentives such as expedited permit processing.
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D. Biological Resources
1.

Overview

Although Santa Paula’s natural environment has been highly modified, some areas still retain
significant biological resource value. Some portions of the Sphere of Influence and expansion
areas have not been disturbed by urban development or agriculture, and support a diversity
of plant and animal life. The canyons and hillsides surrounding the city provide habitats that
are distinct from those found in the river valley. Creeks and barrancas that pass through the
city contribute small partially natural spaces to urbanized neighborhoods.
Vegetation types in the Santa Paula area are shown in Figure 4-2, while Figure 4-3 shows the
general locations where sensitive biological resources have been recorded.
The greatest threats to biological communities are urbanization and human intrusion.
Problems such as pollution, lighting, noise, fire danger and the introduction of exotic species
accompany urban development. Also, habitats become smaller and less able to support a
balanced ecosystem.
Future land use decisions that affect the natural environment must recognize the irreplaceable
nature of biological resources, and the value of these resources should be given consideration
in the decision-making process. In addition to the policies and programs listed below, the
Land Use Element contains policy direction for the expansion areas.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 3.1

March 4, 2020

Protect important native plants and wildlife and their habitat areas. City land use
plans and development decisions should protect rare and endangered native plants
and wildlife and their habitat, as required by Federal and State law, including
wetlands, riparian corridors, and native woodlands. Development adjacent to
stream/barranca corridors shall minimize removal of vegetation; minimize erosion,
sedimentation, and runoff; and provide natural vegetation buffers.
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Figure 4-2 – Vegetation Types
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Figure 4-3 – Sensitive Biological Resources
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ECR 3.2

Exotic invasive species. Exotic invasive species should be removed whenever
possible. To control the spread of invasive, non-native plants to natural areas,
native plant landscaping shall be required adjacent to natural open space areas and
the intentional planting of invasive species and watch list species as documented by
the California Invasive Plant Council shall be prohibited throughout the city.

ECR 3.3

Urban forest. The urban forest should be maintained and protected.

ECR 3.4

Flood control channels. Flood control projects within or adjacent to natural areas
shall be designed to minimize biological impacts. Flood control channels shall
incorporate natural earthen bottoms and embankments of natural earth stabilized
with native vegetation. Biotechnical methods of bank stabilization are
environmentally preferable. The use of concreted riprap or large rock is
discouraged. Design of the flow channel should account for the natural morphology
of the creek. The use of check dams to reduce flow velocities between channel
segments may be applicable. The use of loose rock or gabions/rock blankets is
discouraged. Channel design shall provide for fish passage and wildlife movement.

ECR 3.5

Public awareness. Promote public awareness of the value of natural resources,
sound environmental practices, and a healthy environment.

Programs
ECR 3.a

Development review. As part of the development review process, require
applicants to demonstrate conformance with all applicable policies and regulations
regarding sensitive biological resources. For new development in or adjacent to
natural habitat areas, the following standards shall apply:
-

-

-

A biological survey shall be prepared identifying appropriate mitigation
measures to minimize impacts on sensitive resources.
Buffer zones of at least 100 feet should be maintained between development
and sensitive native habitats.
Removal of native trees shall be minimized. When removal cannot be avoided,
native trees shall be replaced at a ratio determined by the City in consultation
with a qualified biologist.
Loss of native wetland habitat shall be compensated through the development
of additional functional wetlands, preferably at the site or elsewhere within
the Sphere of Influence.
Revegetation of temporarily disturbed areas shall utilize native plants.
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Lighting shall be shielded, directed downward and placed on a shut off timer
to avoid spillover into sensitive habitat areas and wildlife corridors.
To minimize impacts to biological resources as a result of fire management
practices, vegetation clearing shall be minimized by avoiding development in
dense brush and woodlands. Additionally, fire-resistant plants shall be
utilized whenever feasible in fuel modification zones, and projects shall
contribute to mitigation of cumulative impacts resulting from fuel
modification.
Construction scheduling shall consider the sensitive reproductive periods of
wildlife and avoid disturbance to natural habitats during critical breeding,
nesting/ denning or fledging periods.
Trails shall follow existing paths, fence lines, and previously disturbed areas to
the greatest extent feasible, and shall minimize grading and removal of native
vegetation.
Recreation facilities shall be located to avoid sensitive biological resources and
avoid direct and indirect disturbance of these areas.
Horse hitchracks and bicycle racks shall be located away from sensitive
resource areas and streams. Horses should be excluded from wetland and
riparian areas.
Wildlife movement corridors shall be designed to direct large animals toward
the passageway through a combination of fencing and dense barrier plantings,
as well as the placement of drinking water and vegetative screening for cover.
Culverts under roadways shall be sized to allow the passage of wildlife and
designed such that daylight is visible at both ends (wildlife will not pass
through a culvert unless daylight is visible).
Adams Barranca, which presently offers nearly unrestricted wildlife
movement from the foothills to the Santa Clara River drainage, shall be
maintained in a condition to promote wildlife movement.
Homebuyers in Adams Canyon and Fagan Canyon shall be provided
educational literature describing the types of wildlife habitat in which they
live, and the appropriate methods of interacting with such animals, including
coyotes, deer, mountain lions and various smaller mammals, birds, reptiles
and amphibians. Appropriate methods of reducing disturbance to such
animals, including lighting, landscaping and fencing methods, and protecting
livestock from predators shall be addressed. Such literature shall be developed
in consultation with biological experts at the expense of the developers of
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these areas. This requirement shall be included in Specific Plans for expansion
areas.
ECR 3.b Santa Clara River Valley Enhancement and Management Plan. Participate in and
support the Santa Clara River Valley Enhancement and Management Plan and
facilitate its local implementation.
ECR 3.c

Street trees. Develop a street tree program to provide a master plan for street tree
placement and replacement to promote the urban forest.

ECR 3.d Golf courses. New golf courses should be integrated into the natural environment.
ECR 3.e

Water recycling facility. Create wetlands using the WRF effluent, if feasible, as a
way to provide additional wildlife habitat, further filtration and local groundwater
recharge.

ECR 3.f

Disaster recovery. Work with State and County agencies in developing recovery
and restoration plans after disasters such as fires and floods to restore natural
landscapes, habitats, and functioning ecosystems.
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E. Cultural and Historic Resources
1.

Overview

“Cultural resources” includes both pre-historic (archaeological and paleontological) resources
as well as historic resources.
•

Archaeological resources are the material remains (e.g., artifacts, structures, refuse)
produced by human beings, whether intentionally or accidentally. These remains
often have special significance to Native Americans and ethnic groups.

•

Paleontological resources are the fossilized remains of plant and animal life.
Scientific study of fossilized life forms preserved in rocks can lead to identification
of local paleo-environmental conditions and biological evolutionary trends. In
addition, certain fossil remains are only found in isolated outcrops in Ventura
County and are therefore of unique scientific interest.

•

Historical resources are those from the post-European contact period. These
resources include historic event or activity sites, historic archaeological sites,
standing architecture and other significant properties, documents and other sources
of historical information, and objects of material culture. Nonmaterial cultural
qualities, such as folklore, social organization, and value systems, may also
constitute historical resources.

Santa Paula is particularly rich in cultural resources. The Downtown and adjacent areas
contain a wide variety of structural artifacts documenting the community’s agricultural,
social, economic, and political heritage. Numerous historic resources related to the founding
of the City and reflecting its growth and development between 1873 and 1945 are located
within the present City limits (Figure 4-4).
A Historic Overlay District has been established in the Municipal Code (Chapter 16.33) and is
shown on the Zoning Map. In addition, seven potential historic districts have been identified
(Figure 4-5). The Downtown area contains historic resources that include commercial
buildings, churches, fraternal halls, clubhouses, and railroad and industrial buildings, and
represents the city’s best-preserved section of residential development. Historic resources
include the lot pattern, period residences, sheds/garages on alleys, street furniture, parkways,
streetlights, stone curbs, sidewalks, and mature landscape features, such as street trees.
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Figure 4-4 – Historic Landmarks
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Figure 4-5 – Existing and Potential Historic Districts
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Of particular historic importance are the residential areas known as the McKevett Heights
tract and The Oaks subdivision. The McKevett Heights tract of the 1920s is distinguished from
the Downtown residential area by virtue of its elevation, curvilinear street pattern, and
architectural character. The architectural styles represented there are primarily late California
Bungalows and Period Revivals. The residential subdivision known as The Oaks, developed
during the mid-1920s, is characterized by narrow, irregular streets, mature oak trees, river
rock walls, and generously sized lots.
A number of ranch buildings and residences dating from circa 1910-20 are located adjacent to
and east of the Teague-McKevett Ranch, along Orcutt Road and Peres Lane.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 4.1

Encourage cultural and historic preservation. Future land use decisions affecting
the community’s heritage must recognize the irreplaceable nature of cultural
resources. The value of these resources is to be given equal weight with other
factors in the decision-making process. Historic preservation is a valuable tool to
retain the city's heritage, and activities and development that could damage
cultural, archaeological, paleontological, historical or architectural resources should
be avoided.

ECR 4.2

Historic districts. Encourage the designation of historic districts such as the
Downtown.

Programs
ECR 4.a

Development review. As part of the development review process, evaluate
potential impacts to cultural and historic resources, including tribal cultural
resources, and require appropriate mitigation as necessary to avoid significant
impacts in conformance with Federal and State law. For proposed discretionary
developments that would involve grading or excavation in previously undisturbed
areas, require the applicant to provide a cultural resources assessment by a
qualified archaeologist identifying potential archaeological and paleontological
impacts and establishing appropriate mitigation measures.

ECR 4.b Historic preservation study. Complete a comprehensive historic preservation study
for Santa Paula.
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ECR 4.c

Historic districts. Adopt and implement standards and guidelines for new
development and alterations to existing structures within historic districts. Such
guidelines shall be developed by a qualified historian, and shall address
architecture, landscaping, streets, and hardscape elements within these districts.
Standards should address the particular character of individual districts.
Continue to implement the Historic Overlay District for portions of the Downtown
and surrounding historic neighborhoods. Formally recognize the following historic
districts: Downtown Commercial District, Downtown Residential District, South
7th Street, McKevett Heights, Park Street, The Oaks, and Richmond Tract. Pursue
Federal designations for all eligible historic districts under the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.
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F. Mineral Resources
1.

Overview

The Santa Paula area contains significant mineral resources as discussed below and shown in
Figure 4-6.
Sand and Gravel. The Santa Clara River is designated a significant resource area for
aggregate materials within the Santa Paula Planning Area.
Petroleum. The Santa Paula area supports one of the oldest oil fields in California. The Union
Oil Company (now a subsidiary of Chevron), was founded in Santa Paula in 1890. Locally, oil
is found in certain geologic strata common to the area. The upper portions of Adams Canyon
and Fagan Canyon, Sulphur Mountain and South Mountain have been historically important
sites for oil extraction. The south face of Sulphur Mountain has soils that ooze oil. There is
also a sulphur spring near SR 126 at the confluence of Santa Paula and Sisar Creeks.
Local petroleum production has declined in recent years in part because locally-produced oil
is very thick with a high sulfur content. In the industry, it is called “dirty oil” and is costly to
transport and refine. There are currently no oil refineries operating in Ventura County. Air
pollution restrictions make it too costly to refine locally so oil is transported to Los Angeles,
Bakersfield or Texas for refining. Nevertheless, the oil industry still plays an important role in
the local economy.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 5.1

Mineral resource management. Ensure proper management of mineral resource
lands in conformance with State law to facilitate long-term production while
minimizing environmental impacts and incompatibilities with adjacent uses. The
City shall require discretionary development for all mining activities in streams and
rivers to incorporate all feasible measures to mitigate beach sand replenishment
impacts. Incompatible uses should not be allowed adjacent to mineral and
petroleum resource areas. Compatible interim uses such as outdoor storage, lumber
yards, plant nurseries and recreation that do not preclude extraction uses may be
allowed in mineral resource areas.

ECR 5.2

Reclamation of mineral production lands. Ensure that lands used for mineral
production are reclaimed in conformance with State law and City regulations.
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Figure 4-6 – Mineral Resources
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Programs
ECR 5.a

Mineral resource areas. Review proposed land uses within or adjacent to mineral
and petroleum production areas of statewide interest, as identified by the California
Department of Conservation, to ensure that they are compatible with potential
mineral resource development.

ECR 5.b Permit review. As part of the permit process, require existing and proposed mining
and petroleum operations to comply with State and City regulations, demonstrate
that they will not create significant aesthetic, noise, odor or dust impacts on
adjacent uses, and incorporate all feasible measures to mitigate beach sand
replenishment impacts. Permit requirements shall include submittal and approval
of a Mineral Reclamation Plan in accordance with the California Surface Mining
and Reclamation Act (SMARA).
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G. Open Space and Scenic Resources
1.

Overview

This section addresses California Government Code §§65560-65570, which require the general
plan to include an Open Space Element containing an inventory of the following categories of
open space:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open space for natural resources
Open space for managed production of resources
Open space for outdoor recreation
Open space for public health and safety
Open space for military support
Open space for tribal resources

These requirements are also addressed in the Land Use, Public Services and Utilities, and
Hazards and Public Safety elements.
Open space is defined as any parcel or area of land or water that is essentially unimproved and
devoted to open-space use (California Government Code §65560(b)). Such lands or waters may
provide value related to a number of City priorities, including recreation, health, habitat,
biodiversity, wildlife conservation, aesthetics, economy, climate change mitigation and
adaptation, flood risk reduction, managed natural resources production, agricultural
production, and protection from hazardous conditions.
Scenic resources are closely related to open space, and enhance the quality of life for Santa
Paula’s residents and visitors.
An open space area may serve multiple objectives. Santa Paula’s open space resources and the
functions they serve are summarized in Table 4-1.
Natural scenic resources include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Santa Clara River
Santa Paula Creek
Adams Canyon
Fagan Canyon
Santa Paula Canyon
Barrancas
Mountains to the north and south
Hillsides to the east
Agricultural lands
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Table 4-1 Santa Paula Open Space Resources
Natural
Resource
Preservation

Managed
Resources

Health and
Safety

Aesthetics
and Urban
Form

Santa Clara River

X

X

X

X

Santa Paula Creek

X

X

X

X

Adams Barranca

X

X

X

Fagan Barranca

X

X

X

Agricultural Lands

X

Resource Type

X

X

Fuel Breaks; Utility Easements;
Mineral Production Zones; Fault
Setbacks

X

Santa Paula Airport

X

X

Parks and Plazas

X

Public School Grounds

X

Scenic Highways and Drives

X

Cemetery

X

X

Historic Districts

X

Mountains to the South

X

Mountains to the North

X

X

Hillsides to the East

X

X

Hillsides with Slopes over 30%

X
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The following developed and man-made scenic resources are also found in Santa Paula and
the surrounding areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

State Route 126 (eligible State Scenic Highway)
State Route 150 (eligible State Scenic Highway)
City scenic routes: Foothill Road, SR 126 and SR 150, 12th Street south of SR 126
Historic districts
In-town scenic drive
Agricultural lands
City parks
Views of the town from surrounding hillsides

Figure 4-7 shows the current State-designated scenic highways in Ventura County. In Santa
Paula, SR 150 and the portion of SR 126 east of SR 150 are identified by Caltrans as eligible
scenic highways.
Consistent with State law, the policies and programs described below provide for the longterm conservation of open space and scenic areas wherever possible.

2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 6.1

Open space planning and development. The Santa Clara River, Santa Paula Creek
and the ridgelines, mountains and canyons surrounding the city should be treated
as important assets to be conserved, and new development must be designed in a
manner sensitive to the natural features of the site and the surrounding character.
All new residential, commercial, and industrial developments shall provide open
space amenities, and development south of the Santa Clara River should be limited
to low-intensity uses requiring few public services or infrastructure.

ECR 6.2

Open space acquisition. Acquisition of additional public open space shall be
prioritized based upon the following factors: good visual qualities, significant
natural resources, significant physical constraints and/or good passive recreational
opportunities.

ECR 6.3

Urban open space. Provide ample open green spaces within the city, including
public gathering places and tree-lined streets.
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Figure 4-7– State Scenic Highway Designations
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Programs
ECR 6.a

Land use planning. Use Open Space land use designations to preserve scenic,
environmentally constrained and recreational properties, and establish appropriate
standards for the type and intensity of development in or adjacent to the river,
creeks and barrancas. Continue to provide an Institutional/Civic or Open Space
designation, as appropriate, for all public buildings and lands.

ECR 6.b Open space acquisition. Establish a priority system and seek funding for the
acquisition of open space within the city and the expansion areas. Consider the use
of open space easements, long-term leases, cooperative agreements, and other costeffective means of preserving open space. Establish an open space district modeled
after the Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency that would hold title and
manage open space lands such as steep and undevelopable hillside and canyon
areas.
ECR 6.c

Urban open space. Expand the urban forest through a City-sponsored Street Tree
Master Plan and “orchard” plantings in new large parking lots. Provide additional
public gathering places in the city.

ECR 6.d Scenic highways and routes. Establish scenic highway designations for State
Routes 126 and 150 and work with Caltrans and the Federal Highway
Administration to obtain funding to enhance the scenic quality along those routes.
Develop standards for new development along scenic routes, including regulation
of land uses and intensities, requiring detailed site planning, limiting outdoor
advertising, limiting grading, landscaping requirements, architectural control and
equipment/storage screening. Designate a scenic route through Santa Paula’s
Downtown and historic neighborhoods with signage and brochures.
ECR 6.e
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Development review. As part of the development review process, assist applicants
in demonstrating that the project is designed in a manner sensitive to the natural
features of the site and that open space amenities will be provided. Development in
canyon areas shall preserve scenic viewing opportunities.
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H. Water Quality
1.

Overview

This section addresses water quality issues, including surface water (rivers and streams) and
groundwater. Related issues of flood hazards and domestic water supply are discussed in the
Hazards and Public Safety Element and the Public Services and Utilities Element.
Santa Paula and its sphere of influence are contained entirely within the watershed of the
Santa Clara River and its tributaries. The City’s storm drain system conveys rainwater and
“nuisance flows” such as irrigation runoff to natural watercourses.
Runoff carries pollutants such as pesticides, fertilizers, oil, heavy metals and pet waste into
storm drains. Sediments are also eroded and transported by wind and water from landscaped
areas and construction sites.
The Clean Water Act and State regulations require cities to implement a storm water
management program that includes “best management practices” (BMPs) for the control of
pollutants that could enter the storm drain system.
Examples of BMPs for minimizing impacts to water quality include such things as:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Requiring storm drain filtration units in areas where trash accumulates, such as large
parking lots and busy streets.
Minimizing grading, disturbance of natural vegetation and the creation of steep slopes
in developments adjacent to stream channels and providing natural vegetation buffers.
Minimizing the use of impervious paving materials and utilizing on-site infiltration for
treating and reducing storm water and irrigation runoff before it reaches the municipal
storm drain system.
Prohibiting the discharge of vehicle and equipment wash water into public storm
drains
Requiring the discharge of swimming pool water to be dechlorinated, pH neutral and
salt-free
Designing landscaped areas to reduce water demand and retain runoff
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2.

Policies and Programs

Policies
ECR 7.1

Minimize impacts from existing uses and development activities on surface
waters and aquifer recharge areas. Enhance water quality in stream channels and
aquifer recharge areas by reducing existing sources of water pollution and
minimizing water pollutants from new development. Seek funding sources for
programs to improve storm water quality.

ECR 7.2

Regional partnerships. Continue partnerships with other agencies such as the
Ventura County Watershed Protection District to improve water quality.

Programs
ECR 7.a

Existing regulations. Review and update City procedures and regulations annually
to ensure compliance with current Federal and State water quality laws.

ECR 7.b Development review. As part of the review process for private developments and
public works projects, ensure compliance with all applicable water quality
regulations and require mitigation measures where necessary to minimize impacts
to water quality.
ECR 7.c

Multi-purpose open space. Design new parks and open spaces to serve multiple
purposes, including storm water retention and aquifer recharge.

ECR 7.d Santa Clara River Enhancement and Management Plan. Support the Santa Clara
River Enhancement and Management Plan and facilitate its implementation in
Santa Paula.
ECR 7.e

Storm drain maintenance and pollution prevention.
-

-
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Ensure that streets, parking lots, parks, and other public areas are routinely
cleaned of litter, debris, and contaminant residue.
Coordinate with and support efforts by other organizations or volunteer
groups to promote cleanups of parks and public open spaces. Where streets
and other common facilities are privately-owned, require property owners or
homeowners’ associations, as applicable, to remove debris and contaminated
residue on a regular basis.
Install and maintain storm drain filtration units for surface water runoff in
areas where trash accumulates, such as large parking lots and busy streets.
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ECR 7.f

Ensure that City landscape maintenance operations minimize the release of
pesticides, fertilizers and other contaminants into storm drains.
Enforce regulations regarding storm drain discharges such as vehicle and
equipment wash water, and swimming pools.

Spill response and enforcement. Develop and implement a Spill Response Plan
with procedures for cleanup of accidental spills and illicit discharges into the storm
drain system and pursue enforcement actions as necessary.

ECR 7.g Public information. Provide information to residents and local businesses about
the importance of storm water pollution prevention.
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